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SUBJECT: VATICAN STATEMENT ON LEBANON 
REF: STATE 024334, BEIRUT 0995 

1 . WE CONVEYED INFORMATION IN REFTELS TO ARCHBISHOP CASAROLI 
THROUGH VATICAN'S MIDDLE EAST DESK OFFICER MSGR. MONTERISI 
JAN 31. MONTERISI EXPRESSED HOLY SEE'S APPRECIATION FOR USG 
COURTESY, STATING THAT IT WAS THE FULLEST ACCOUNT THAT HOLY 
SEE HAD SO FAR RECEIVED REGARDING THIS MATTER. 

2. MONTERISI INFORMED US FEB 3 THAT POPE PAUL WAS SENDING 
FATHER HENRI DE REIDMATTEN, SECRETARY OF PONTIFICAL COUNCIL 
"COR UNUM", TO BEIRUT. DE REIDMATTEN, WHO DEPARTED ROME YES- 
TERDAY, WILL ASSESS THE STATUS AND PLANS FOR ASSISTANCE DIR- 
ECTED BY ECCLESIASTICAL INSTITUTIONS AND WILL ALSO ASSESS 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. MONTERISI ADDED THAT HOLY SEE CON- 
SIDERED LEBANESE POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS AT DELICATE STAGE AND 
IS CONSIDERING VERY CAREFULLY THE POPE'S NEXT PUBLIC STATE- 
MENT ON LEBANON. WE BELIEVE THAT DE REIDMATTEN’S CURRENT MIS- 
SION IS CRITICAL ELEMENT IN THIS EVALUATION. MONTERISI PRO- 
MISED TO KEEP US INFORMED ABOUT THE MISSION AND WE SHALL SEEK 
EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO SEE DE REIDMATTEN ON HIS RETURN TO ROME. 
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3. MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. VOLPE 
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